Mar. 2, 2017
Thursday
Study 83: Isaiah, Part 39
Isaiah 45
8
“You heavens above, rain down my righteousness;
let the clouds shower it down.
Let the earth open wide,
let salvation spring up,
let righteousness flourish with it;
I, the Lord, have created it.
[Cyrus, as God’s anointed (messiah), is bringing salvation to God’s people.]
9

“Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker,
those who are nothing but potsherds
among the potsherds on the ground.
Does the clay say to the potter,
‘What are you making?’
Does your work say,
‘The potter has no hands’?
10
Woe to the one who says to a father,
‘What have you begotten?’
or to a mother,
‘What have you brought to birth?’
[Cp. Rom 9:20-21: But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who
formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same
lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor?]
11

“This is what the Lord says—
the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker:
Concerning things to come,
do you question me about my children,
or give me orders about the work of my hands?
12
It is I who made the earth
and created mankind on it.
My own hands stretched out the heavens;
I marshaled their starry hosts.
13
I will raise up Cyrus [him] in my righteousness:
I will make all his ways straight.
He will rebuild my city
and set my exiles free,
but not for a price or reward,
says the Lord Almighty.”
[Gal 4:21-31: Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? 22 For it is
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. 23 His son by the
slave woman was born according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a divine
promise.
24 These things are being taken figuratively: The women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount
Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem that
is above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written:
“Be glad, barren woman,
you who never bore a child;
shout for joy and cry aloud,
you who were never in labor;

because more are the children of the desolate woman
than of her who has a husband.”1
28 Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 At that time the son born according to the
flesh persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30 But what does Scripture say? “Get
rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free
woman’s son.” 2 31 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free
woman.]
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